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Catholic Emancipation being conceded to Ireland.
There was trouble between Pitt and Fox over it and
Mrs. F. and Ireland went to the wall. I am much more
sorry for Mrs. F. than for the Queen! The Queen
always had her Queenship to which she attached great
value, and Princesses never seem to marry for anything
else. I dare say she was like-----. The whole case
seems to me to be somewhat similar!
To go back to style: I suppose I am very Irish for I
love Mitchel. Some of his phrases simply bring the
tears to my eyes. He always rings true to me, though
I don't as a rule like early Victorian rhetoric; but he
always seems to me to put a colour and a glow on
things that make you see them with your heart.
A book, the wording of which amuses and pleases me,
is Chesterton's History of England. It is so human and
so unexpected and is all written from such an utterly
different convention to the ordinary History and there
is a great deal of truth in it. Of course he has a style
of his own. The modern curt style is, to me, very often
telegraphic. We rather like adjectives and symbolic
things over here; our speeches are often rather
rhetorical but that again is quite different to writing.
I know it was a common sneer in England at one time
that we could not talk of Ireland in Plain English.
It was always ' Kathleen ni Houlihan ' or some other
unpronounceable name, and her * four green fields'
gave great offence too. Now I like all that. Another
person whose writing I liked was Oscar Wilde, but as a
rule when I read books I just read to get ideas and facts
in a great hurry and only disliked the style if it was too
obscure and long-winded, so I have really thought very
little about it* It has sometimes seemed to me that
nowadays people are rather like me, and that the ideas
and facts count more than the workmanship. You can
find an analogy there in painting but it is all very